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Sister Parish Mission Statement:  To become part of the unfolding Kingdom of God by building a family relationship uniting Prince of Peace 
Catholic Community and Nuestra Senora de las Mercedes of El Progreso, Honduras, based upon our common Catholic faith, mutual love, 
interdependence and solidarity. 

Father Tom’s Greeting 

Queridos Amigos; 
     I wish I were able to be present for the 
upcoming celebration in Las Mercedes of our 
20th Anniversary of partnership. I will be 
leading a pilgrimage to Ireland so Father 
Stephen Ingram will be heading the delegation 
from Prince of Peace along with Chad Evans, 
the president of our Prince of Peace School. 
With the presence of Tony Melendez 
providing the musical entertainment I know it 
will be a grand event enjoyed by all. 
     I do look forward to the celebration 
continuing up here at Prince of Peace in mid 
November with the delegation coming form 
Las Mercedes. It has been a wonderful 
collaboration for twenty years and look 
forward to at least that many more in the 
future. 
     Blessings on you and yours!  
~~Father Tom 

Several of our parishioners are traveling to El 
Progresso, Honduras to celebrate our 20th 
Anniversary relationship with our Sister Parish Las 
Mercedes.  Below are some reasons they are 
visiting. 
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“This will be my fourth visit to our Sister Parish in 
Honduras, Las Mercedes. I absolutely love going 
to visit them because I am always overcome with 
joy and amazement to see how they work so hard 
to provide for each other. Whether it is meeting the 
needs of the kids at the Hogar, nutrition center, or 
the needs of the adults they work with each day 
their love for each other is beautiful.”  ~~Chad Evans 
MCSL, President, POP School 

 
“I love traveling to Las Mercedes to visit with the 
friends that have become family.  Selfishly, I love 
the break from routine that allows us to be the best 
version of ourselves and see God’s face so 
clearly.”  Mary O”Sullivan, Assistant Principal of 
Academics, Jesuit College Preparatory School of Dallas 
 
“The opportunity to travel to Honduras to witness 
the fruition of our twenty year collaboration and 
commitment to Las Mercedes is, for me, an 
integral part of my personal recommitment to the 
virtues of faith, hope, charity and love.”  Mary 
Pecikonis, M. Ed. Sixth Grade Language Arts, Prince of Peace 
Catholic School. 

 
“As a newer member of our parish, I’m going to 
experience and participate in the great work of our 
Prince of Peace community spreading the Gospel 
near and far.”  Father Stephen 

Why I Am Visiting Las Mercedes 

     In Las Mercedes we are eagerly awaiting our 
POP brothers to celebrate our 20th Anniversary of 
Love and Solidarity!   
     In Hogar Suyapa we are advancing in the 
education of our children.  Five of our teenagers 
are already in their second level of English in an 
academy and it is a subject they take next to their 
high school education.  (See picture of the five). 
         We also share that a psychologist who did 
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Sister Parish Steering Committee: 
 

  Alan Thiebaud  
  Denise Collcutt 
  Kri McGinnis   
  Julie Messner                           
  John Stich                          
  Linda Waggoner                          
 
 

Sister Parish Meetings: 
Meetings are open to everyone. We invite you to join us the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m.—St. Katharine’s Hall. Come see how you can be part of 
this rewarding ministry!  

972-345-4331 
214-282-5622  
972-380-5505 x 172 
972-742-9931  
972-732-7704 
972-596-4993 

This newsletter is also online.  Visit www.popplano.org and click on the Ministries Link and then the Sister Parish Link. 

 
 her practice with us, left us a social work 
that she did with our children—painted a 
little house and made improvements to 
our playground.   
     God bless you all for your prayers and 
financial support so that our grant projects 
continue to be a blessing to so many 
children who need it.   
     We welcome our POP brothers who will 
visit us soon.  ~~Liliam Handal 
 
 

Above: 
The five teens 
mentioned in 
Liliam’s Article 
 
Left: 
The Playground 
improvements 
 
Right: 
The painting of 
the small house 
and it’s 
completion. 
 
 
 


