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Sister Parish Mission Statement:  To become part of the unfolding Kingdom of God by building a family relationship uniting Prince of 
Peace Catholic Community and Nuestra Senora de las Mercedes of El Progreso, Honduras, based upon our common Catholic faith, mutual 
love, interdependence and solidarity. 

Father Tom’s Greeting 

Queridos Amigos: 
       I, with nine others from Prince of Peace and John Paul II, 
just returned form Honduras. As always everyone was so 
gracious in their hospitality to us. There is such genuine warmth 
in the graciousness our friends there show us. The trip there is 
both heartbreaking and heartening at the same time. 
Heartbreaking --- in the sense that one feels very sad for the 
general conditions in the area around El Progresso/Yoro. 
Heartening --- in the ways you see how loved and cared for are 
the children in the Hogar, the Nutrition Center, the Kinders and 
Comeodores. The staff of each entity uses well all the various 
resources we send to them. The needs of the children are met 
in such a beautiful way in body, mind and soul. Their physical 
needs are seen to in so many of the donations given by this 
community of clothing, food, medicine. The children are 
educated  through grants to a variety of the Catholic Schools  in 
the area and the very young ones are given a fine education in 
house. Their spiritual needs are met through daily prayer and 
spiritual devotions, as well as attendance at the parish of Las 
Mercedes. Padre Francisco, the pastor of Las Mercedes 
oversees the happenings of each entity with the assistance of 
Liliam Handal and devoted staff members at each place. 
        I am pleased to announce that Las Mercedes and Prince 
of Peace will celebrate their twenty years of a Sister Parish 
friendship and a fifteen year anniversary of the Hogar 
September 21 - 23 with the world famous singer Tony 
Melendez coming to perform at the Cathedral of Las Mercedes 
on September 21, along with a parish wide celebration on the 
feast day of Our Lady of Las Mercedes on September 22. They 
are inviting anyone from Prince of Peace who has ever visited 
Las Mercedes to come and join in the festivities. And, if you 
have never visited before, then please know you are welcome 
to come to our Sister Parish and experience it all for 
yourselves. 
     Nov 9-13 Prince of Peace will host our Las Mercedes friends 
here as we celebrate this beautiful friendship of twenty years. 
       I want to thank any and all who have helped make this 
twenty year relationship between the two of us such a blessed 
experience for Las Mercedes and for Prince of Peace and has 
certainly been a blessing and life changing experience for the 
children who are so wonderfully served in the four programs. 
        Blessings on you all!  ~~Father Tom 

Hola POP Parishioners! 
     On Feb. 17th I had the opportunity to return to our Sister Parish in El 
Progreso, Honduras, along with Father Tom, Chad Evans, Molly 
O’Sullivan, Kenny Stack, Katie Chandler, Tracey Cieleskie, Julie 
Messner, Jackie Kelly and Deacon Jake Schroepfer from JPII.   If there 
was ever a way to experience God’s loving hands at work, this Is it! 
      Miracles truly happen at this wonderful Hogar Suyapa. The children I 
knew years ago have grown into beautiful teens, that characteristically, 
should be worried about what our teens do here. Instead, their main concern 
is taking care of their younger brothers and sisters...all 38 of them. Studying 
is a main concern, since many want to continue their education beyond high 
school. With the help of 2 German friends, 2 of our oldest girls will be 
attending college. Remember, these are kids that were begging on the 
streets, abandoned, abused, and are now getting to live their dream. 
     On Monday we went into the barrios (neighborhoods) to hand out simple 
packages of toothbrushes and toothpaste. Some didn’t even know what they 
were. We visited a 1-room school to see the extremely limited supplies the 
teachers have on hand with a classroom from ages 3-8! We made sure that 
the teacher was stocked up with supplies. We went school supply shopping 
and Deacon Jake paid the bill. You can see the teacher’s happiness in the 
picture. 

     We also got to 
do hemoglobin 
testing on the 
c h i l d r e n  t o 
measure their 
malnutrition. (A 
part of the Nelly 
C a r r  e a r l y 
s c r e e n i n g 
program.)  It was 
just a prick of their 
finger. Many tears 
were shed, but a 
piece of candy 

fixed that.  However,  prayers are what they need most.  Dr. Julie brought a 
wheelchair for a boy that used a walker to get up and down to his mountain 
shack. The joy on his face would melt your heart. Deacon Jake blessed it 
and “Eric” has transportation to and from school. He wants to be an artist. 
     The Nutrition Center continues to save children daily. They are brought to 
the center in such deplorable condition, and Alicia and her wonderful staff 
nurture them back to health. The mothers must visit once a week to learn 
how to care for their sick children. Most of them are no older than 13! 
     On Tuesday we visited the catholic schools; St Elizabeth, Norte Dame, 
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Sister Parish Steering Committee: 
 

  Alan Thiebaud  
  Denise Collcutt 
  Kri McGinnis                            
  John Stich                          
  Linda Waggoner                          
 
 

Sister Parish Meetings: 
Meetings are open to everyone. We invite you to join us the 
second Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.—St. Katharine’s 
Hall. Come see how you can be part of this rewarding ministry!  

972-345-4331 
214-282-5622  
972-380-5505 x 172 
972-732-7704 
972-596-4993 

This newsletter is also online.  Visit www.popplano.org and click on the Ministries Link and then the Sister Parish Link. 

 

Hogar Happenings 

     We started the school year  with 27 children attending 
different schools. This month Hogar Suyapa is celebrating 
its 15th anniversary and it was a blessed to receive a 
wonderful group of Prince of Peace Brothers and Sisters 
and the presence of Deacon Jake of John Paul II.  
      A wonderful group and with which our children had the 
opportunity to share and enjoy wonderful moments.Nice 
experience visiting the schools, nutrition center, 
Comedores, and a community called the hills.  
     The memory of Nelly Carr was honored when we started 
a program of detection of hemoglobin in the Nutrition Center 
and different programs in the parish.  
     Each from you makes us feel strengthened in the 
different programs. God bless you brothers and sisters. We 
love you!    ~~Liliam Elisa Handal  Hogar Suyapa 

and Loyola Technical. If you can believe it, the classrooms were anywhere from 38-43 students! What wonderful schools to be educated at, but 
unfortunately, they come at a price. The tuition ranges around $100 a month and though that might sound inexpensive, it is almost impossible for 
these poor people to afford. For the Hogar children, they depend solely on donations. Wouldn’t it be amazing to be able to allow all of the children 
to have a chance at a good education? 
     We also got to see the wonderful woman at the comedores in action. They fix hot meals for the various children in the barrios who otherwise 
would not have anything to eat. They give so much of their time so that the kids can have full bellies so they can do well at school.  
     Our thanks to Paco and Reni for opening their beautiful home to all of us for a farewell dinner. And dinner would not be complete without Lucy’s 
Tres Leche cake!   
     We experienced 2 baptisms at the Hogar before we left, as the sacraments are a big  part of their daily life.  With sad hearts we kissed the kids 
goodbye for now, and headed home, with their smiling faces running out to wave goodbye to the van.  
     The glue to all of these programs is Liliam, Desi, Angela and Alicia. They work together like a well-oiled machine and you can rest assured that 
every bit of our donations are put to good use. You will never hear, “that’s mine”. Everyone shares, as this is one of the happiest, loving families 
I’ve ever seen. Please continue to pray for all the children.  Can you imagine being a part of this wonderful service? The kids are waiting for you! 


