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Sister Parish Mission Statement:  To become part of the unfolding 
Kingdom of God by building a family relationship uniting Prince of Peace Catholic Community and Nuestra Senora de las Mercedes of El 
Progreso, Honduras, based upon our common Catholic faith, mutual love, interdependence and solidarity. 

     We were blessed with a visit from Julie, her 
children, Dr Reyna, her daughters, and Cheryl.  
We had different activities with the children in the 
Hogar, and it was impressive the elaboration of a 
Rosary in the Hogar Garden directed by Julie. The 
children enjoyed their elaboration and continue to 
enjoy it, praying to our Mother every day.  
     The donations of milk and medicines that Julie 
provided us were very helpful because we lowered 
expenses of approximately 3 months in the purchase 
of them.  
      Dr. Reyna did a magnificent job, checking the 
children's eyes at all the projects of the Parish.  An 
arduous but fruitful mission. She will send glasses to 
the children who need it.  Definitely a 

Ten Prince of Peace parishioners had an unforgettable and very 
special visit to our Sister Parish of Las Mercedes June 2nd-7th.  The 
visitors took 20 huge bags of donations, so arrival was a little like 
Christmas morning.  
   Dr. Reyna Hernandez was able to provide vision screens for 47 
children. She found 28 that needed visual correction and 8 with 
cataracts presumably secondary to malnutrition. Frames, lenses and 
even some corrective contact lenses have been generously donated 
and will be sent back for the children in need.  
     The days were action packed and full of special events and 
memories. Some of the wonderful activities included: 
 A fun day at the beach Mass at Las Mercedes parish 
 Ear piercing   New Van shopping  
 Playing LOTS of soccer Bible Studies  
 Celebrating Padre Fransisco's birthday  
 PJ party and crafts with the kids at the Hogar 
 Visiting the nutrition center, a special needs school, the kinders, 

and comedores 
 A pizza Party provided by one of the POP school's RAK groups  
 A discussion of the book “7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens” 
 Creating a Hogar Rosary garden, blessed by Padre Fransisco  
 Handing out over 100 teddy bears donated by Family Christian 

Stores  
 Presenting gifts to the children from their sponsors  
 AND playing with all the precious babies  
   Some of the words offered by the visitors to describe their 
experience include: inspirational, eye-opening, educational, 
beautiful, emotional, pure love, fun, amazing, life changing, unlike 
anything else, and best thing I've ever done!  ~~Julie Messner 

Visitors From POP 
Queridos Amigos: 
     I recently received word that the Bishop of 
Dallas will allow me to stay at Prince of Peace for 6 
more years.This delights my heart for two reasons 
it permits me to continue the relationship with this 
beautiful faith community of Prince of Peace as 
well as continuing the lovely working relationship 
with Las Mercedes as well as  the Hogar and 
Nutrition Center. 
    So much was blessedly established with the 
efforts of  Padre Ramon and Fr. Jim and those who 
worked with them to establish the connection 
between our two parishes. In my six years I have 
tried to make sure that we continue to build upon 
what was so wonderfully begun and further the 
good work of all the entities involved. 
     I have heard from so many who visited you at 
the start of the summer, they were excited and 
overjoyed to have the opportunity to be with you 
all. Thanks so much for the gracious hospitality you 
showed them. 
     Have a blessed Summer!  ~~Padre Tomas 

Father Tom’s Greeting 
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Sister Parish Steering Committee: 
 

  Alan Thiebaud  
  Kri McGinnis                            
  John Stich                          
  Linda Waggoner                          
 

Sister Parish Meetings: 

Meetings are open to everyone. We invite you to join us the second 
Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.—St. Katharine’s Hall. Come see 
how you can be part of this rewarding ministry! Contact any commit-
tee member for more information. 

972-345-4331 
972-380-5505 x 172 

972-732-7704 
972-596-4993 

This newsletter is also online.  Visit www.popplano.org and click on the Ministries Link and then the Sister Parish Link. 

 

blessing for all these children.  
     Cheryl, an awesome woman, full of joy and love, 
supported all the activities. We do not have words to 
thank all the love they all passed on to the children. 
Their visits to the Comedores, Kinders, Nutrition 
Center, the Hogar, and to our Church, further 
reinforced this beautiful relationship in which Father 
Francisco and all of us see God. 
     We are so bless and grateful with our new van; it 
will keep our children secure. We really needed it. 
     Again, what you do everyday with these children is 
amazing and is just the result of the love of God.  
     We are so happy with the great and bless news 
that Father Tom has been reappointed Pastor of 
Prince of Peace for an additional 6 years. Our heart is 
full of joy with this beautiful news. 
     We are happy to report that Francisco, our little 
boy with alcohol syndrome, will be able to walk in the 
future with special therapies; Milagros, is  getting 
better each day, andd Carlos’ surgery was a success! 
     Again, Thanks so much for all your prayers and 
support  We are just blessed at Las Mercedes to have 
all of you as Angels. .   ~~Liliam Elisa Handal 

Thank You, Gracias 
Thank you for the wonderful response to our fundraiser to 
purchase a new van for the Hogar and a used truck for the 
Nutrition Center.  We reached our goal and this week, on July 
4, Lilian and Padre will go to San Pedro Sula to pick up and 
pay for a new white Toyota 13 passenger van.  The Nutrition 
Center will purchase Padre Francisco’s truck and Padre will 
use the $10,000 we provided the Nutrition Center for the truck 
and he will sell the old Hogar van to help pay for a new truck.  
The response we received from both the POP Community and 
the POP School to 
help is so appreciated 
by all at Las 
Mercedes.  Lilian was 
crying when I told her 
we had reached our 
goal and would wire 
the full amount and 
the children prayed 
for each of you.  
Many Thanks and 
Blessings to all of 
you.  ~~ Alan  

Top Left: Cheryl and 
McKenna Miller at the 
nutrition center 
 

Top Right: The happiest little 
boy enjoying his hot lunch 
at one of the comedores. 

Left: Dr. Reyna Hernandez 
performing eye exams for 
the children of Las 
Mercedes. 
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