
FUNERAL MASS 

The funeral liturgy is the central liturgical celebration of the Christina community for the 

deceased. The church encourages the celebration of the funeral liturgy at Mass, however if this 

is not possible, a funeral liturgy outside Mass may be celebrated at the church or funeral home. 

The Easter candle reminds the faithful of Christ’s undying presence among them, of his victory 

over sin and death, and of their share in that victory by virtue of their initiation.  It recalls the 

Easter Vigil, the night when the Church awaits the Lord’s resurrection and when the new light 

for the living and the dead is kindled.  During the funeral liturgy and also during the vigil service, 

when celebrated in the church, the Easter candle may be placed beforehand near the position 

the coffin will occupy at the conclusion of the procession. 

        --Order of Christian Funerals, 35 

 
INTRODUCTORY RITES 

In the act of receiving the body, the members of the community acknowledge the deceased as 

one of their own, as one who was welcomed in baptism and who held a place in the assembly. 

                                                                                                            --Order of Christian Funerals, 131 

 

GREETING 

 

SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER 

Blessed or holy water reminds the assembly of the saving waters of baptism.  In the rite of 

reception of the body at the church, its use calls to mind the deceased’s baptism and initiation 

into the community of faith. (OCF, 36) 

  

[PLACING OF THE BAPTISMAL PALL] 

A reminder of the baptismal garment of the deceased, the pall is a sign of the Christian dignity 

of the person.  The use of the pall also signifies that all are equal in the eyes of God. (OCF, 38) 

 

ENTRANCE PROCESSION 

 

 

[PLACING OF CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS] 

A symbol of the Christian life, such as a Book of the Gospels, a bible, or a cross, or rosary, may 

be carried in procession, then placed on the coffin. 

- Bible is a sign that Christians live by the word of God and that fidelity to that word 

leads to eternal life. 

 

- Cross is a reminder that the ChrIstian is marked by the cross in baptism and through 

Jesus’ suffering on the cross is brought to the victory of his resurrection. (OCF, 38) 



 

COLLECT (OPENING PRAYER) 

 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

The reading of the word of God is an essential element of the celebration of the funeral liturgy.  

The readings proclaim the paschal mystery, teach remembrance of the dead, convey the hope of 

being gathered together again in God’s kingdom, and encourage the witness of Christina life.  

Above all, the readings tell of God’s design for a world in which suffering and death will 

relinquish their hold on all whom God has called his own. 

                                                                                                                                            --Order of Christian Funerals, 137 

FIRST READING 

From the Old Testament 

      During the Easter season, readings from the Acts of the Apostles or Revelation are used. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

 Ordinarily sung, led by the cantor. 

 

 SECOND READING  

 From the New Testament 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 The gospel acclamation is sung.  If it is not sung, it is omitted. 

  

GOSPEL 

 Read by priest or deacon 

 

HOMILY 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 

In union with the risen Lord, the assembly now prays for the living and the dead, 

confident that its prayer will be heard. 

Each petition concludes:…..we pray to the Lord. 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

At the funeral Mass, the community, having been spiritually renewed at the table of God’s word, 

turns for spiritual nourishment to the table of the eucharist.  The community with the priest 



offers to the Father the sacrifice of the New Covenant and shares in the one bread and the one 

cup. In partaking of the body of Christ, all are given a foretaste of eternal life in Christ and are 

united with Christ, with each other, and with all the faithful, living and dead. 

The bread and wine for the Eucharist are brought to the altar.  During this time a song 

may be sung.   

Family members may bring the gifts of bread and wine to the altar. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

COMMUNION RITE 

To prepare for the paschal meal, to welcome the Lord, we pray for forgiveness and 

exchange a sign of peace. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

SIGN OF PEACE 

LAMB OF GOD 

COMMUNION SONG 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

[SPEAKERS IN REMEMBRANCE] 

While it is most appropriate for family members to speak at the Vigil Service, in some 

cases the church may allow one or two family members or friends to speak about the 

Christian life of the deceased. 

FINAL COMMENDATION 

(The Final Commendation is omitted in the Memorial Mass, when no body or cremated 

remains are present). 

This action is a final farewell by the members of the community, an act of respect for one of 

their members, whom they entrust to the tender and merciful embrace of God. 

        --Order of Christian Funerals, 146 

INVITATION TO PRAYER 

 

SIGNS OF FAREWELL 

 The coffin or urn is incensed during the song of farewell. 

Incense is used during the funeral rites as a sign of honor to the body of the deceased, 

which through baptism became the temple of the Holy Spirit. Incense is also used as a 



sign of the community’s prayers for the deceased rising to the throne of God and as a 

sign of farewell. (OCF, 37) 

 

SONG OF FAREWELL 

 

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 

 

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL 

A song may be sung during the procession to the entrance of the church.  The singing 

may continue during the journey to the place of committal. 

 


